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SUBJECT: SRI LANKA SHIPPING DELEGATION IN UNITED STATES 
REF: COLOMBO 2822 

1. ON OCTOBER 15, AMBASSADOR KAN AKARATNE, SECRETARY 
KARANDAWELA, AND CHAIRMAN ELLAWALA, ACCOMPANIED BY SRI 
LANKAN EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY MELDER, CALLED ON FMC 
CHAIRMAN BENTLEY. FMC DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR W.J.SMITH, 
FMC INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OFFICER P.BROCCOLETTI, AND 
STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICER SAMUEL V. SMITH ALSO ATTENDED 
THE MEETING. 

2. SRI LANKANS HAD JUST VISITED CUSAC OFFICIALS IN 

NEW YORK AND WERE EXTREMELY DISAPPOINTED AT THEIR RECEP- 
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NEED FOR $24 BUNKER SURCHARGE. FMC OFFICIALS INFORMED 
SRI LANKANS UNOFFICIALLY THAT SURCHARGE APPEARED HIGH 
ESPECIALLY CONSIDERING MUCH LOWER BUNKER SURCHARGE TO 
CANADA, AND INFORMED SRI LANKANS THAT FMC FREQUENTLY 
ASKED CONFERENCES TO DOCUMENT NEED FOR SURCHARGES WHICH 
OFTEN RESULTED IN LOWERING OF SURCHARGES. CHAIRMAN 
BENTLEY AND FMC OFFICIALS PROMISED TO LOOK INTO THE 
MATTER WITH CUSAC. 

3. SRI LANKANS EMPHASIZED THAT WHILE THEIR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH CUSAC HAS BEEN DIFFICULT, DEALINGS WITH INDIVIDUAL 
U.S. LINES HAVE BEEN AMICABLE. IN PARTICULAR, THEY 

ARE PLEASED WITH THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH APL AND FORESEE 
NO DIFFICULTY IN CENTRAL FREIGHT BUREAU REACHING 
AGREEMENT WITH WATERMAN SO THAT LASH VESSEL "SAM HOUSTON" 
CAN CALL THERE IN 60 DAYS. 

4. FMC OFFICIALS SHOWED UNDERSTANDING OF SRI LANKAN 
VIEW AND FMC DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR SMITH POINTED OUT 
TO SRI LANKANS THAT SITUATIONS OF SRI LANKA AND U.S. 

SIMILAR AS BOTH COUNTRIES MUST DEPEND LARGELY ON FOREIGN 
FLAG LINES TO CARRY THEIR TRADE. 

5. DEPARTMENT'S ASSESSMENT IS THAT SRI LANKANS LEFT WITH 
FEELING THAT FMC WILL COOPERATE WITH SRI LANKA TO EXTENT 
POSSIBLE. INGERSOLL 
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